! 


. . .».» | f 

--- “χόκεοσ OFVICIAL COMMUNECATIONS Τῷ ( 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE - 
WAGHINGTON εξ, Ὁ. 6. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHING’TON 


November 8, 1962 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McCGEORGE BUNDY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 


Subjects Letter to the President 
from Chairman Khrushchev, 
dated October 27, 196. 


Forwaried herewith is the original text and official 
translation of the letter from Chairman Khrushchev to 
President Kennedy of October 27. The text of this letter 
was brosdcest by Moscow Radio simultaneously with the 
receipt of the original by the Embassy in Moscow. 


The official translation has veen campared with the 
broadcast version and no differences in substance vere 


noted. 
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ἃ. Letter to the President 
from Chairman Khrushchev, 
dated October 27. 


2. Official transletion. 
; \ . 


re 


{ ( 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
DIVISIOK OF LARGUAGE SERVICES 


(TRANSLATION) 


Ls x0. 46236 
T-9l, /T-2h, 
Russian 
(Embossed Seal of the USSR] , 
J. Kennedy, President of the United States 


Copy to U Thant, Acting Secretary General of the U.N. 


Dear Mr. President, 

I have studied with great satisfaction your reply to Mr. Thant 
concerning measures that should be taken to avoid contact between our 
vessels and thereby avoid irreparable and fatal consequences. This 
reasonable step on your part strengthens my belief that you are showing 
concern for the preservation of peace, which I note with satisfaction. 

I have already said that cur people, our Government, and I personally, 
as Chairman of the Council of Ministers, are concerned solely with having 
our country develop and occupy a worthy place among all peoples of the world 
in economic competition, in the development of culture and the arts, and in 
raising the living standard of the people. This is the most noble and 
necessary field for competition, and both the victor and the vanquished 
will derive only benefit from it, because it means peace and an increase 
in the means by which man lives and finds enjoyment. 

In your statement you expressed the opinion that the main aim was not 
simply to come to an agreement and take measures to prevent contact 
between our vessels and consequently a deepening of the crisis which could, 
as a result of such contacts spark a military conflict, after which all 
negotiations would be superfluous because other forces and other laws wauld 
then come into play--the laws of war. I agree with you that this is only ΡῈ 
the first step. The main thing that mast be done is to normalize and stabi- ἘΣ 


lize the state of peace among states and among pecples. 


I understand 
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I understand your concern for the security of the United States, 

Mr. President, because this is the primary duty of a President. But we. 
too are disturbed about these same questions; I bear these same obliga» 
tions as Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the U.S.S.R. You have 

| been alarmed by the fact that we have aided Cuba with weapons, in order to 
strengthen its defense capability--precisely defense capability--because 
whatever weapons it may possess, Cuba cannot be equated with you since the 
difference in magnitude is so great, particularly in view of modern means 
of destruction. Our aim has been and is to help Cuba, and no one can 
dispute the humanity of our motives, which are oriented toward enabling 
Cuba to live peacefully and develop in the way its people desire. 

You wish to ensure the security of your country, and this is under- 
Standable. But Cuba, too, wants the same thing; all countries want to 
maintain their Security. But how are we, the Soviet Union, our Government, . 
to assess your actions which are expressed in the fact that you havs " 
surrounded the Soviet Union with military bases; surrounded ovr allies with 
military bases; placed military bases literally around our country; and 
stationed your missile armaments there? This is no secret. Responsible 
American personages openly declare that it is so. Your missiles are located | 
in Britain, are located in Italy, and are aimed against us. Your missiles " 
are located in Turkey. 

You are disturbed over Cuba. You say that this disturbs you because 
it is 90 miles by sea from the coast of the United States of America. But " 
Turkey adjoins us; our sentries patrol back and forth and see each other. | 
Do you consider, then, that you have the right to demand security for your 
own country and the removal of the weapons you call offensive, but do not 


accord the sane right to us? You have placed destructive missile weapons,” 


which you call offensive, in Turkey, literally next to us. How then can ᾿ 
recognition of our equal military capacities be reconciled with such unequal. 
relations between our great states? This is irreconcilable. we 

It is good, Mr. President, that you have agreed to have our representa 
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territory as a bridgehead for such an invasion, and that it would also restrai 
those who contemplate committing ageression against Turkey, either from the 5 
territory of the Soviet Union or from the territory of Turkey's other 
neighboring states. 

The United States Government will make a similar statement within the 
framework of the Security Council regarding Cuba. It will declare that the 
United States will respect the inviolability of Cuba's borders and its 5 
sovereignty, will pledge not to interfere in its internal affairs, not to 
invade Cuba itself or make its territory available as a bridgehead for such ᾿ ; 
an invasion, and will also restrain those who might contemplate committing ᾿ 


aggression against Cuba, either from the territory of the United States or rg 


from the territory of Cuba's other neighboring states. ae 
Ν ῳ 78 
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Of course, for this we would have to come to an agreement with you and - τ 
ΣΑΣ 

specify a certain time limit. Let us agree to some period of time, but ee 


without unnecessary delay--say within two or three weeks, not longer than a ee: 
month. 
The means situated in Cuba, αὐ which you speak and which disturb you, as 


you have stated, are in the hands of Soviet officers. Therefore, any 


"te 


accidental use of them to the detriment of the United Stetes is excluded. 
These means are situated in Cuba at the request of the Cuban Government and τ 
are only for defense purposes. Therefore, if there is no invasion of Cuba, Ὁ 


or attack on the Soviet Union or any of our other allies, then of course 


these means are not and will not be a threat to anyone. For they are not oo 
for purposes of attack. 
If you are agreeable to my proposal, Mr. President, then we would send 


our representatives to New York, to the United Nations, and would give them Ε΄ 


comprehensive instructions in order that an agreement may be reached more 
quickly. If you also select your people and give them the corresponding 
instructions, then this question can be quickly resolved. 


Why would I like to do this? Because the whole world is now 
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whatever weapons it may possess, Cuba cannot be equated with you since the 
difference in magnitude is so great, particularly in view of modern means 
of destruction. Our aim has been and is to help Cuba, and no one can 
dispute the humanity of our motives, which are oriented toward enabling 
Cuba to live peacefully and develop in the way its people desire. 

You wish to ensure the security of your country, and this is under- 
standable. But Cuba, too, wants the same thing; all countries want to 
maintain their security. Fut how are we, the Soviet Union, our Government, — 
to assess your actions which are expressed in the fact that you have ᾿ 
surrounded the Soviet Union with military bases; surrounded our allies with 
military bases; placed military bases literally around our country; and 
stationed your missile armaments there? This is no secret. Responsible 
American personages openly declare that it is so. Your missiles are located 
in Britain, are located in Italy, and are aimed against us. Your missiles “΄ 


are located in Turkey. 
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You are disturbed over Cuba. You say that this disturbs you because oes 
it is 90 miles by sea from the coast of the United States of America. % 
Turkey adjoins us; our sentries patrol back and forth and see each other. 
Do you consider, then, that you have the right to demand security for your 


own country and the removal of the weapons you call offensive, but do not Ὁ 


accord the same right to us? You have piaced destructive missile weapons, -. 


which you call offensive, in Turkey, literally next to us. How then can 
recognition of our cqual military capacities be reconciled with such unequal . 
relations between our great states? This is irreconcilable. τοι 

It is good, Mr. President, that you have agreed to have our representa 
tives meet and begin talks, apparently through. the mediation of U Thant, 
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framework of the Security Council regarding Cuba. It will declare that the 


United States will respect the inviolability of Cuba's borders and its 
sovereignty, will pledge not to interfere in its internal affairs, not to 
invade Cuba itself or make its territory available as a oridgehead for such 
an invasion, and will also restrain those who might contemplate committing 
ageression against Cuba, either from the territory of the United States or ὦ 
from the territory of Cuba‘s other neighboring states. | 

Of course, for this we would have to come to an agreement with you ἀπά. 
specify a certain time limit. Let us agree to some period of time, but 
without unnecessary delay--say within two or three weeks, not longer than a 
month. . 

The means situated in Cuba, αὐ which you speak and which disturb you, as 
you have stated, are in the hands of Soviet officers. Therefore, any 
accidental use of them to the detriment of the United States is excluded. 
These means are situated in Cuba at the request of the Cuban Government and - 
are only for defense purposes. Therefore, if there is no invasion of Cuba, ° 
or attack on the Soviet Union or any of our other allies, then of course 
these means are not and will not be a threat to anyone. For they are not 
for purposes of attack. 

If you are agreeable to my proposal, Mr. President, then we would send 
our representatives to New York, to the United Nations, and would give them 
comprehensive instructions in order that an agreement may be reached more 7 
quickly. If you also select your people and give them the corresponding 
instructions, then this question can be quickly resolved. . 

Why would I like to do this? Because the whole world is now 


apprehensive and expects sensible actions of us. The greatest joy for all 


peoples 
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peoples would be the announcement of our agreement and of the eradication 
of the controversy that has arisen. I attach great importance to this 
agreement in so far as it could serve as a good beginning and could in 

_ particular make it easier to reach agreement on banning nuclear weapons 
tests. The question of the tests could be solved in parallel fashion, 
without connecting one with the other, because these are different issues. 
However, it is important that agreement be eee τὰ both these issues so 
as to present humanity with a fine gift, sauces adie it with the news 
that agreement has been reached on the cessation of nuclear tests and that 
consequently the atmosphere will no longer be poisoned. Our position and 
yours on this issue are very close together. 

All of this could possibly serve as a good impetus toward tha finding 
of mutually acceptable agreementson other controversial issues on which you 
and I have been exchanging views. These issues have so far not been resolved, 
but they are awaiting urgent solution, which would clear up the international 
atmosphere. We are prepared for this. 

These are my proposals, Mr. President. 

Respectfully yours, 
[3] N. Khrushchev 
N. Khrushchev 


October 27, 1962 
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MepH αὶ ΠΟΗΜΜΘΗΗΘ OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, ΚΟΤΌΡΘΑΗ͂ celiuac ποδὶ Ha As 
Bac 88 COxpa@HeHve Mpa BO BCEM MUDpe. : es 


fl OSHOMYCh ὁ ΟΌΠΡΙΙΗΜ NOHMMAaHHeM K Bamew Tpesore αὶ Κα ἐπ 
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ἸΡΘΒΟΓΘ Hapogos CoequnenHux [taTos ἈΜΒΡΠΚΗ B CBASH Ο TeM, πτο΄ 
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ABIACTCH ΓΡΟΒΗΜΜ OPyRHeM. : ΣΝ τς 
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4 BY M MH ΠΟΗΜΜΒΘΜ, UTO 910 8a OpyRMe. ° ”. fee 
YUroOu ckopee 3aBepMUuTb ΠΗΚΒΗΠΘΙΜΌ OnacHoro’ xoudminea ὦ oe ΞὸΣ 

ἈΠΕ fela Mupa, UTOOH ath yBepeHHOCTb ΒΟΘΜ naponaii'’ Harn ynun ἢ 


MUpa, UTOOH YCNOKOMTh Hapod AMepMKU, KOTOpHM, Kak ἀρ jacpentBt 
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Tak ΞΘ XOUeCT MHPa, Καὶ STOFO XOTAT HaponH CoBeTcKOoro Comsa, Ξξ: 
CoBpercxoe ΠΡΑΒΗΤΘΙΡΟΤΒΟ B RONONHEHHe Κὖὶ yke pavee JAHHHM yRasa= 
HHAM O NpexpalleHuu Danmbyuernux ‘pador Ha CT DOMT@IbHHX nnouanxex: 
ANA ῬΑΒΜΘΆΘΗΜΗ͂ OpyRuA, OTJanO ἜΟΒΟΘ ῬΘΟΠΟΡΆΚΘΗΣΘ ὁ HemMonTane : A 
BOOPYReHHA, ΚΟΤΟΡΟΘ BH HAaSHBaeTe HACTYNATCIbHHM, YNAROBKe ero 
Ἡ BOSBpaWeHuM ero Β CoBetcKuh Cons. UB 

T= [Ipesugext, A xorem Oy eme pas ΠΟΒΊΟΡΗΤΡ, o {6 Μ Wha 
A yme nacan Bam B cBOMxX mpeguaymux NUCEMaX, ATO Copercxoe 28% 


NpasuteuzbeTBo NpeRocraButo npaBureabeTsy PecnyOauxu Kya 
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SKOHOMUNECKYO NOMOllb, ἃ TAaKRe OpyxMe, NocKombKy Kya, 
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Ky Ouncxui Hapoy, NOCTOAHHO HAXODUI Ch Nog HenpepyBHOd yFpOSOA 
BTOpKe AHA Ha Kyoy. 
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ΓΟΒΟΡΗ͂Ρ, {10 ΟΥ̓ΡΟΠΗ͂Π G6esoTseTcTBeHHO KYOuHCKHe ΡΣ Me 
BoaMozHo 910 αὶ Tak. Ho, cnpamunaertca, OTKy2a OHM δ. 
Belb y HMX, y aTMx KyOuMeD, HeT ΤΘΡΡΗΤΟΡ, OHM Οθυσθ ΗΝ ” ἫΣ 
c Pollut, y ΗΜΠΧ HeT HMKAKUX ΟΡΘΙΘΤΕ ANA BeReCHMA ΒΟΘΗΗΗΧ oe 
RevctTBU He ἘΞ: 
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ΘΗΒΌΜΤ KTO-TO BAORMA WA B pyKK 910 opyxue TULA ὦ 


ΓΆΒΘΗΝ , in mupaTcKux ΠΘΡΟΤΒΗ Β HapuocKom mope, Β TeD Pw: 3s ὩΣ 
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TOPHAIbHEX BODAaX Ky6u. 8915 HeMHCIYMAR Belb B Hate ΒΡΘΜΗ͂ 25-2 
He SaueTATh NupatTcKMh Kopadab, JA elle ἩΜΘΗ͂ B BUY TAKYD - Εἰ: 
HACHUle HHOCTb ΒΜΘΡΉΚΒΗΟΚΗ͂Χ Κορϑόπθηῆ 8 δρμόσχομ Mope, ο ΚοΤΟ- 
PHX COOCTBeHHO BCe ΠΡΟΟΜΑΥΡΗΒΘΘΊΤΟΗ͂ Καὶ ἩΔΟΠΏΠΒΘΤΟΣ., I B raKinx “ἢ 
YCAOBUAX TIMpaTckHe κορδόπῃ cBo6onHO pasryaupant BOKPyr ee 
KHyGi, o6ctTpesupant yoy copepmapr mupatcKoe ‘wana ReHKe, Ha! ee 
MUpHnie TpaHcnoptHe cyla. Belb usBeCcTHO, WTO OHA axe: ee 
OOCcTpenANH αὶ aHuraucKoe Ppysosoe CYRHO. | ᾿ ae 

ὕποβομ, γόβ waxoguaach ΠΟΙ͂ HenpepHBHOM YPposof arpec- ᾿ το 
CHBHHX CM, KOTOpHeE He CKPHBAIM ΟΒΟῊΧ HaMepeHHA propruymic a ἢ 


EL 

Ha TeppuTopun Kyou. . TE 
ΝΣ AE 
HYOMHCKMA Hapod_xoweT CTPOMTS CBOD ΣΩΒΗΡ B CBORX. wg 
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BMCHATD eMyY B BUHY TO, UTO OH xOUeT GUTS ΧΟΞΗΜΗΟΜ CBOeL - ES 


CTPGHH, PACNOPAATECA NAOTaMM cEoero ΦΡΥΑΙ͂Β. Yrposa BTOpReHus = : 
Ha Ky6y πὶ sce apyrue saren c coslanvie HanpaxeHHol oScrano Be" Ἔ 
ΚΗ ΒΟΚΡΥΓ Hyéw npeguasHayeny Aa TOPO, uToOy MopozuTS "ἘΣ Fh 
HeyBepenHocTD KYOMHCKOPO Hapowa, Sanyratb ero, 2OMeHa TB euy Sh 
CHOK CHO cTpouTe cBOD HOBYD ΞΗΒΗΡ. 0. . Len tena 
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Tocnoguu ΠΡΘΒΜΠΘΗΤ, A ele pas xouy ACHO ckagaTb, τὸ. uu 


He ΜΟΓΠᾺ Outs pase ὁ Ἀν οἱ πεξμι; aTovys si Doz ate koe pa sire ΠΡΟΣ ΒΟ, 
ρθυμπο' OKasaTh moMorp Αὐδοὶ é ΡΟ Taam Bane ΠΡΟΤΗΒ᾽ ἘΡΡϑοοπι 
TOADKO ΟΡΘΙΟΎΒΟΜΜ B ΠΘΠΗ͂Χ ΟΟΟΡΟΗῊ, My nocTasnsin Tyna” icpenonna’ 


- 000poim, koTopye By HasuBaete ΟΡΘ ΠΟΥ ΒΑΜΗ. θ8 ΤΥ ΠΠΘΗΜΑΣ ΠΟ ΘΑ ΒΗ: 
αὐ WX UMA TOPO, UTOGH He ὅμπο coBepmeHO. HANaReHHA Opotns, Kyou, 


‘UTOOR He ὅμπο Jonywexo Heo OAYMaHHEX QKUMM ee cig yo cree a 
Pata 


Ac yBAReHKMeM καὶ QoBepwem oTHomycs Kk Bamemy ΒΔΗΒΠΘΗΜΌ, τ ΤᾺΣ 
U3NO*eHHOMY B Bamwem Noca anny 27 OKTAHOpA 1962r., NTO Ha Ky oy gs 
Cite’ 
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He TOJIBKO CO CTOpOHY Coenunesunx Iraros, HO Hw ‘Co ‘croporms eee 
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apyrux ctpaw Banagroro Nonywapua, Kak ckasaHo B tom xe Bam eu 
nocnaivu. Torga 4 moTuBH, no6yauBUMe Hac Καὶ OkasaAHBD’ “ΠΌΜΟΙΗ = ce 
Takoro xapakTepa Hy6e, otnagant. Doatomy ΜῊ uM gan yeasanieles 


HauWMM opuuepam (8 91} cpeaCTBa, ΚΒΚ A yxe cooéman Bau, ‘naxoni 
QATCA B pyKax coBeTCKUX oduuepos),. Mpopectu Coots ΘΤΟΒ ΒΥΌΠΙΙΘ, ἐξ 
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MepHy oO npekpamexun CTpOKTeNIbC TBA. yKASaHHEX oO" exmOR,! HeMOH= oF 
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cooollal B nucbMe 27 oxTAGpA, MH CormacHy c Bamun norosopursca ss 
Oo TOM, UTOOH npedctasutenu OOH moray YHOCTOBEPHTSCA |B AOMO Hoses 


Take 3T4x cpeqcrB. — -.- 
TakuM Οὔραϑομ, θοπβ ocHoBHBaTbCA Ha Bamux ϑαβορθηβηχ, ® ES 
‘KotTopye Bu clenann, αὶ Hamux pacnhopaxennax oO AeMOHTaxe, TO δ 
NMYO BCe Ἡθούχοπημηβ ὙΟΠΟΒΜΗ͂ oA THK BALAK cosmanmerces ee 
Κοηφπῆκφϑε ΠΝ ian ee 
See 


Alc yRoBnetBepexvem oTMeyan, uto By OTKAMKHYAMCB “wa Mon se 
TORCTGHMA O TOM, UTCOH AMKBAJUPOBaTh yKasaHHoe ‘onacwoe PPC = 
ΠΟΠΟΣΘΗΜΘ, ἃ Takke cosgzatTh ycnosua ama Somee BLyMunBod: 2.0 Bees 
OU€HKM’ ΜΘΆΠΥΗΒΡΟΠΗΟΡΟ NonoKeHuA; upeBaToro COMBIMMM-“ONace ana 
HOCTAMH B Hal BeK TepMo AZepHore OpyZHA, PakerHon. TOXHUK My -- RS 
-KOCMMUCCKMX κορδόπρῆ, P10 OANbHHX paket: αὶ mpowero euepronac~: 


HOrO Opyaua. B oSecneyweHuu mupa SavuTe pe co BaaH Bce ΠΌΛΗ. ἢ 
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UTOOK HE BOSHUKANO Opyrux ΟΠΔΟΗΗΣ KOH@AUKTOB, Rovopue 
MODYT MDABECTH K ΜΗΡΟΒοΐ TEPMORAEDHON kaTactpoge. 
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Β 3axKnmueHve xouy cHasatTs 06 YPEryIvpOBaHHH: OTHOMEHHE "- LHe 
Memiy HATO 4 rocynmapcrpamm Bapmascxoro moropopa, o vem By " ime: 
YNOMHHaeTe, MH yRe ZaBHO οὔ 970M TOBCDMIK αὶ roTosH npogon= 1 sf 


RUTB C Bamh OOM@€H MHeEHHAMM TO OSTOMY BONpUcy x HaaTy pasymuHoe: 3 
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